This text, now in its third edition, remains almost unique as a single-author publication. It represents a manual derived from practice at the Brigham and Women's Hospital where the author has been Head of Anaesthesia. It is aimed primarily at Residents and Advanced Trainees in Obstetric Anaesthesia and as such retains its "pocket sized" format. It is an excellent ready reference for clinical anaesthesia that includes a substantial theoretical component. There are many useful and current practical points contained within the text though there are some shortcomings in descriptions of recent changes in practice. Combined spinal-epidural analgesia and patientcontrolled epidural analgesia are given but passing mention. The text on airway management for general anaesthesia at caesarean section is barely adequate for local trainees. The text remains somewhat authoritarian as befits a single author publication, and the references are adequate and up-to-date, though not extensive. The Index is far from complete.
Whilst it continues to fulfil its role as a handbook for trainees and junior staff, it is not an extensive reference text nor was it ever intended to be. It remains intensive practical in its approach and with the above reservations can still be recommended to all staff in training.
A There continue to be substantial advances in clinical monitoring in anaesthesia and intensive care, and there are many books available describing these. Some are out-dated or of little interest to those who have passed beyond the threat of exams. This book is a welcome addition. It is divided up into six sections: general principles, central and peripheral nervous systems, cardiac monitoring, respiratory system, other monitoring applications, and monitoring in special circumstances. Each section has four to six chapters, each written by North American experts. In most cases it achieves the right balance between providing up-to-date technical information and usefulness in day-to-day anaesthetic practice. It is therefore an excellent source of information for exam candidates (both Primary & Fellowship) and practising anaesthetists.
The best chapters are those addressing EEG and anaesthetic depth, neuromuscular function, neurophysiological monitoring, invasive pressure monitoring (one of the best descriptions I've read), pulmonary artery catheter, echocardiography (superb for the novice) and coagulation. There are a few weaker chapters toward the end of the book that offer little, but this may reflect my own interests.
I would recommend this book to those who would like to know more about new ( ISBN: 0-7216-2197-X. This book is intended to be a comprehensive handbook for junior ICU medical staff. It is designed to be read not in whole but in part as required. The book's strength is its layout. The first sections provide overviews of basic pathophysiology, and general and specific principles of patient care. Following this are problem based chapters and then chapters relating to specific ICU diagnoses. In addition there is emphasis on problems that can occur following ICU admission. All chapters contain numerous current and "classic" references that the keen resident may choose to read.
All the editors and most of the contributors are from Pennsylvania, and all authors are from the U.S.A. There are no non-North American con-
